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usurped divine honours, so he made a figure suit-
able to his usurpation, and had his shrines and his
votaries, his priests and his places of worship, in
whatever shapes or places he pleased to be wor-
shipped in : thus as Bagon, he had a house of solemn
worship at Ashdod, 1 Sam. v. 2 ; and as Baal-zebub,
at Ekron, and the like.

Now as the Devil had thus the government of the
whole world in his own hand, and that he was almost,
in the very letter of it, the God of the world, so he
had no need at that time to employ secret agents,
and work by way of familiars or private intelligence,
as he does since; nor, to do the honest men justice,
had any of the southsayers and magicians, and those
which were at first called their wise men, any con-
versation with the Devil at all, no, or with any of
his works; they carried on no business for him.

But they were men of thought, or, if you please,
men of deeper thinking than the ordinary sort: they
studied the sciences, and inquired into useful things,
searched the works of nature and providence, studied
the meaning and end of things, the causes and
events, and consequently were able to see further
into the ordinary course and causes both of things
about them, and things above them, than other men.
In the study of astronomy, they soon found the
secret influences of the stars upon the surface of the
earth, upon plants and animals, nay, upon both man
and beast: as for example, how the growth and
virtues of earthly bodies were guided and governed
by the heavenly, and how even the events of the
greatest moment on earth oftentimes obeyed the
force of those heavenly bodies; their conjunctions,
oppositions, near or remote positions, revolutions
and appearances; and accordingly they were capable
of making such probable conjectures of things not
yet come to pass, as were amazing and surprising to
the rest of the world ; and by which they took them